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EXPLORE THE NEW FIELD OF ENVIRONMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY

Zhou Kunshu
(Institute of Geology, Chinese Academy of Sciences)

Abstract

Based on the development of such disciplines as Quaternary Geology . Archaeology and Paly-
nology . a new cross —discipline named Environmental Archaeology has been developing rapidly
recently. In China, the study of Environmental Archaeology started in the middle of 1980s. The
research areas of this new discipline include reconstructing the Paleoenvironment and discussing
it’s relationship with the development of ancient cultures, so it is very important to the under-
standing of the quintessences of ancient Chinese cultures, and the present condition, and to the
predicting of the environment in the future. Environmental Archaeology also paves a new road
for combining the social science with the natural science, which may lead to a more synthetical de-

velopment of Science in general.
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